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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2018  
 

YEAR 9 EUROPEAN STUDIES  MARKING SCHEME 
 

PART I                                                                                                                      (Total 51 marks) 

 

Candidates are to choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer all the questions in the 

chosen section. 

 

The answers in the marking scheme are just indicative and any other possible and valid answers 

are to be accepted. 
 

Question Mark Answer 

Section 1 − Power and People 

1 i 3 a. The European Parliament 

b. The European Commission 

c. The Council of the European Union 

ii 1,6 The European Parliament. This is elected by the citizens of the EU 

to represent their interests.   

The main roles of the European Parliament are to: 

- Pass EU laws together with the Council of Ministers; 

- Exercise democratic supervision over the other EU 

institutions; 

- Approve the EU budget together with the Council of 

Ministers.  

iii 1 The European Commission 

2 a. 2 Decentralisation is the process of spreading the power and 

responsibility away from the central government to local 

governments. 

b. 4 Students have to choose TWO from the following: 

- It helps alleviate the bottlenecks in decision-making that 

often result where there is central government planning; 

- It cuts complex bureaucratic procedures; 

- It increases the governments’ sensitivity to local needs; 

- It helps national government ministries reach larger numbers 

of local areas with services; 

- It allows greater political representation for diverse political, 

ethnic, religious and cultural groups in decision-making. 

 Total: 17  
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Section 2 − Economic Development and Changes in Europe 
 

1  8                                                                                  Marks 

a. Quota 1 

b. Protectionism 1 

c. Fair trade 1 

d. Free trade 1 

e. Tariffs 1 

f. Cartel 1 

g. Subsidy 1 

h. Custom Barriers 1 
 

2 2 Trade gap refers to a situation in which a country imports goods 

which are worth more than the value of the goods that it exports. 

3.   7 Heathrow airport is a major international airport located in London. 

It is considered to be a commercial airport because of its continuous 

activity. This airport is used by over 90 airlines which fly to over 170 

destinations worldwide. It also offers connection flights to other 

countries and handles millions of passengers each year. Its services 

include currency exchange, postal services and the services of a 

social work team, amongst others. It also has relaxing lounges, play 

areas, multi-faith prayer rooms and meeting rooms. 

 Total: 17  

 

Section 3 – Demographic and Social Realities 

1  2,2,2 Birth rate 

It is the number of live births in a year per 1000 people. 

 

Life expectancy 

It is the average number of years a person is expected to live. 

 

Dependency ratio 

It is an age-population ratio of those typically not in the labour 

force and those typically in the labour force.  

2 2 The population density of a country is calculated by dividing the 

number of people living in that country by the area, usually a 

square kilometre.  

3 7 (any other relevant answers may be accepted)  

a. distribution 

b. densely 

c. sparsely 

d. migration 

e. employment 

f. decline 

g. war  

4 2 It is determined by rainfall and other sources of water supply 

because water is essential for human survival. 

 Total: 17 
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Section 4 – Europeans and their Environment 

1 2 The word ‘health’ is defined as ‘a complete state of physical, 

mental, spiritual and social well-being, not merely the absence of 

disease. 

2 2,2 a. Level of hygiene 

It is the level of cleanliness, health and medicine as well as 

personal and professional care practices which prevent the spread 

of disease-causing organisms. 

 

b. Prevalent diseases 

It is the number of cases of particular diseases that are present in a 

particular population at a given time. 

3 9 The major death causes in contemporary Europe are those related 

to heart disease, strokes, respiratory diseases and cancer.  

Prevention is an effective measure to reduce premature mortality, 

especially when no effective treatment is yet available.  It includes 

greater awareness on personal health and more concern about 

one’s diet.  The negative impacts of poor nutrition, lack of physical 

activity, tobacco use and excessive alcohol consumption should 

also be addressed.  Since car and motor accidents are also a leading 

cause of death worldwide, governments should ensure better road 

safety as well as educational programmes aimed at practicing safe 

driving behaviours such as avoiding alcohol consumption when 

driving. 

4 2 An improvement in health standards in recent decades and more 

awareness on living a healthy lifestyle have increased life 

expectancy in several countries.  Life expectancy has also 

increased due to a better standard of living in most countries. 
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Section 5 − The Cultural Heritage 

1 1,3 A nation is a body of people who share a common history, culture, 

language or ethnic origin and who typically inhabit a particular 

country or territory.  Some factors which shape national identity 

are language, territory, religion, culture and traditions.   

2 3 Colonialism is the building of colonies in one territory by people 

from another territory.  Through its policies, it maintains or 

extends its control over foreign dependencies. 

3 10 The European colonial period was the era from the 15th century to 

the mid-20th century when several European powers established 

colonies in Asia, Africa and America.  Colonialism was carried out 

by European powers all over the world for various reasons.  The 

European powers made profits from the raw materials taken from 

these colonies such as wood, coal and silk.  They expanded their 

strength at the expense of their colonies.  However, most often 

colonies were established not only for commercial purposes but 

also as part of a deliberate expansionist political policy. 
 

One of the European colonial powers of the 19th century was 

Germany which established Cameron and Togo as its colonies.  

Somalia and Libya were colonised by Italy while France had 

Algeria and Morocco as its colonies.  England had Malta and India 

as its colonies in the 19th century. 

 Total: 17  

 
 

PART II                                                                                                          (Total 34 marks) 

 

Answer any TWO questions in essay form.                                  

 

Question Mark Answer 

Section 1 − 

Power and 

People 

3 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. EU citizenship is limited to those who possess the 

nationality of one of the Member States of the EU. It 

complements national citizenship and does not replace it.   

b. The rights to which EU citizens are entitled include: 

- the right to free movement and residence where the  

European citizen so wishes; 

- the right to vote for and stand as a candidate in European 

Parliament and municipal elections; 

- the right to petition the European Parliament on matters 

coming within the EU’s fields of activity; 

- the right to file a complaint to the European Ombudsman 

on matters relating to maladministration by one of the 

institutions of the EU; 

- the right to protection by diplomatic representation of 

other EU member states when a person’s country of 

citizenship is not represented in the country in which they 

require protection; 
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4 

- the right to contact and receive a response from any EU 

institutions in one of the EU’s official languages; 

- the right to access European Parliament, European  

- Commission and Council documents under certain 

conditions. 

c. Students can mention TWO of the following: 

- submit a petition directly to the European Parliament; 

- file a complaint with the European Ombudsman; 

- take action before the European Court of Justice. 

Section 2 − 

Economic 

Development 

and Changes 

in Europe 

 

17 Transport in Europe provides for the needs of over 700 million 

people and associated freight; 

 

Advantages of air transport 

- It is faster than transport by land or sea; 

- It is highly effective for medium and long journeys; 

- It links countries with one another; 

- It causes less pollution than cars and trains; 

- Flights are relatively cheap with the introduction of              

low-cost airlines; 

- It is effective for the transportation of light goods; 

- It is convenient; 

- It is free from geographical constraints. 

 

Advantages of motorways 

- Great flexibility as not restricted by timetables; 

- It is highly effective for the delivery of goods; 

- There is a greater choice of routes; 

- More economic than other means of transport for 

carrying goods and persons over short distances; 

- It requires less initial capital investment than some other 

modes of transport and the cost of operation and 

maintenance are comparatively less. 

Advantages of rail transport 

- It is comfortable and relatively safe; 

- Routes link city centres to the outskirts; 

- It is effective for medium distances; 

- It causes less pollution than cars; 

- There is no congestion and no parking problems; 

- It is effective for the transportation of heavy goods. 

 

Advantages of inland waterways 

- It is effective for the transportation of heavy and bulky 

goods; 

- There is no need for huge investment for infrastructure; 

- It is the cheapest way of transporting raw materials and 

finished goods; 

- It causes less pollution than road transport; 

- The risk of accidents is minimal when compared to other 

forms of transport. 



Page 6 of 7                                                                            European Studies – Marking Scheme – Year 9 – 2018 

Section 3 –  

Demographic 

and Social 

Realities 

17 - Tourism brings with it several economic benefits and is an 

important factor in the economy of many countries; 

- Tourism can only be sustainable if it is managed in such a 

way that its negative effects on the community and the 

environment do not outweigh its financial benefits; 

- It creates jobs, both directly within the tourism industry and 

indirectly in sectors such as banking and transportation; 

- It provides opportunities for small and medium-sized 

enterprises; 

- It has the ability to stimulate investment in other parts of the 

economy too. These include new roads, improved airports 

and better banking facilities; 

- Tourism can also be a major contributor in the development 

of peripheral and less-developed regions, such as the south 

of Italy and the Greek Islands; 

- It also encourages cultural preservation as there are 

economic incentives to preserve food, fashion and 

traditions; 

- Environment protection is also encouraged in order to 

attract more tourists. 

Section 4 −  

Europeans 

and their 

Environment 

17 - While the Mediterranean Sea boasts a large number of 

different fish and mammal species, there have been a 

number of threats to its biodiversity; 

- Pollution caused by ships and the dumping of chemicals and 

waste has been a serious threat to the Mediterranean for 

several years; 

- Overfishing is another threat to the Mediterranean Sea’s 

biodiversity; 

- Tourism also has a detrimental effect on the Mediterranean 

Sea as it puts a strain on the natural environment; 

- The cooperation of all the Mediterranean countries is vital 

to preserve the Mediterranean Sea’s biological potential; 

- The Blue Plan is a regional activity centre of the 

Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) of the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP); 

- For over 30 years, this activity centre has been taking stock 

of the state of the environment in the Mediterranean and its 

future trends in order to help policy-makers; 

- It aims to generate information and knowledge in order to 

alert policy-makers and other stakeholders on 

environmental issues and sustainable development in the 

Mediterranean; 

- Implementing good governance in the Mediterranean 

coastal areas is essential to avoid further unsustainable 

development and to shift towards a more satisfactory future. 
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Section 5 − 

Cultural 

Heritage 

17 - Although this period is appropriately labelled ‘revolution’ 

as it thoroughly destroyed the old manner of doing things, 

in fact change occurred gradually; 

- Advances in agricultural techniques and practices resulted 

in an increased supply of food and raw materials; 

- While prior to the 1760 the manufacture of textiles 

occurred in the homes and the process from raw material 

to finished product was a tedious process, James 

Hargreaves’ jenny greatly facilitated the process and led to 

tremendous changes to the world of work; 

- The Industrial Revolution, which led to the mass 

production of goods, resulted in greatly reduced prices and 

improved the living conditions of people due to the 

availability of affordable consumer goods; 

- The huge demand for workers led to mass migration of 

people from rural to urban areas, a process which is 

referred to as urbanisation; 

- As a result of the Industrial Revolution, new social classes 

emerged in the British society.  The social structure change 

led to the division between the different classes of society; 

- There were also changes in the family structure, with the 

man receiving the status of ‘bread-winner’. 

 

 


